
It is with a heavy heart, that I tell you, our 
devoted readers that Max our beloved Opos-
sum past away last month. Although we 
had him for a short time, he touched many 
visitors at The Nature Zone with his gentle 
manners and fun loving antics! He came to 
us as an non-releasable wild animal and 
became an ambassador for all Opossums. 
He taught children and adults alike that 
Opossums have a purpose in this world. 
Misconceptions about these unknown crea-
tures stood corrected  as he portrayed the 
inquisitive, gentle, slow moving character, 
that he was.  Max died quietly in his sleep 
on March 29th,2007. 

Greetings, loyal readers.  For the past 8 years, Kathie Driscoll has tenderly gathered all of 
our scattered information, bits of facts and creative ideas and whipped it all up into this 
delicious, frothy concoction you all know as The Blackwater Current.  We’ve received count-
less complements and energetic feedback from many of our readers, and we deeply thank 
you all for our support!  However, all great things must come to an end, and due to lack of 
time and funds, this will be the final edition of the Blackwater Current in good ol’ fashioned 
ink and paper.  We will strive to bring you, our dedicated audience, an on-line version of 
this fine publication in the near future, so keep an eye on your e-mail in-box.  From our Na-
ture-Nerd family to yours, thanks for reading! 

y Tonia Bartz, for all of the cool toys and food for Packey 
y Jessica Rodgers, for the new lock box, yummy chocolate and treats for us naturalists, 

and for doing the Wildlife Photo Show 
y Sue Matherly, for fresh eggs for the critters 
y  Kim Blair, for snacks for the naturalists and the box o’ cool program materials 
y  The Kervins, for the “Birdy Bread” and the birthday party supplies 
y  Boonsboro Kroger, for the food donated for animals 
y Connie Blackwell for reptile caging supplies 
y WSET’s Living in the Heart of Virginia staff for supporting our animals and programs. 
y  Gwen Johnston and Lynn McBride, for their excellent care of Max the opossum 
y Dr. Rick, Dr. Jean and the wonderful staff of the Animal Hospital of Lynchburg, for 

caring for all of our critters 
y  Wildlife Center of Virginia, for their above and beyond care of Max the opossum 
y DePaul Family Services for laundry and cleaning help 
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Exclusive….from the Chief’s Chair 

 Last Ink and Paper Edition of The Blackwater Current! 

A Fond Farewell 

With Sincere Gratitude 
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Join The Creature Comforts Club 

Volunteer Update: Winter– Spring  2007 
 
 Hibernation, schmibernation!  Our hearty band of volunteers knows not the meaning of “take a break and call me in 
the spring”.  All winter long, these energetic folks pushed up their sleeves, braved the elements and jumped right in to 
help us out… 
 
 Adopt-A-Trail’ers Karen, Jessica, James and Marissa Bucklew were out and about sprucing up Percival’s Island…good 
work, guys!  Thanks also to the Murphy Family (Mary, Samantha, Johnathan and Ted) for their hard work along their 
challenging section…you guys rock!  And big thanks go out to Greg Alty and Boy Scout Troop #7 for their clean-up of 
the bike trail…good job, y’all! 
 
 Parent/Child Volunteer Teams were busy as well this season…big thanks to the Olmstead family, the Holmes/Groat 
family, the Robertson family, the Peterson family, the LeFew family, the Childress family, the Gurbarg family, the 
Smith family, the Chapman family, and the Loving family…you guys are awesome!  The animals are well fed and 
happy, thanks to you! 
 
 Teen Naturalists were also jammin’ this season...a huge round of applause goes out to Ashley Hildreth, Megan Kervin, 
Amanda Blair, Jillian Gogel, David Olmstead and Dan Tucker…thanks again, y’all! 

Become a part of the Creature Comforts Club by making a contribution that will help us to add to the comfort of the 
creatures in the Nature Zone.  As a  member, you will receive: 
☺  a certificate of sponsorship  
☺ an animal fact sheet 
☺ a laminated “Critter Card” with a photo of the sponsored animal 
☺ Expression of Gratitude in The Blackwater Current 
☺ A FREE pass to the popular Nature Zone Tour (valued at $5.00)  
 
Sponsor more than one critter and see how many critter cards you can collect! And remember we have new critters: 
George, the fancy rat; Little Bit, the baby box turtle; Trade, the Corn Snake; and Carly, the albino black snake.  
 

New Members: 
Jacob Korona– Prickles, the Hedgehog  Ann Majewski– Max, the Opossum 
Meg Lloyd- Prickles, the Hedgehog  Matthew Lloyd– Spaz, the ribbon snake 

Festival of Gardening 
Where:The Aviary in Miller Park420 Grove Street 

Lynchburg, Virginia  
When: Saturday, May 5, 2007 

8:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m 
For Sale 

Flower, Herb & Vegetable Plants  
Annuals, Perennials, Vines & more  

Delicious Baked Goods  
Handcrafted Garden Art  

Books – New & Used 
(Givens Books on-site!)  

For Free 
Gardening Education at 9:30, 10:30 & 11:30 

Compost demonstrations 
Face painting 

Children’s Activities 
Trough making demos 

Wildlife Photography Show Helps Build Nest 
Egg for Nature Zone! 

 
 On January 31st  and March 24th, everyone who is ANYONE 
was at The Nature Zone!  Why, you may ask?  To view and 
purchase the wonderful wildlife photographs of Jessica 
“Supah-Stah” Rodgers, natch!  Jessica, always the generous 
Nature Nerd, donated many of her famous photos to The Na-
ture Zone for these gala events.  Folks mingled, viewed and 
purchased Jessica’s pictures, ate cupcakes, sipped coffee and 
non-alcoholic bubbly and generally had a spectacular time.  
The best part? 100% of the proceeds from her sales went to 
the care and feeding of  the Nature Zone’s education ani-
mals…over $1,000.00!  Now that’s nature-ific!  If you missed 
Jessica’s shows, don’t fret; a small portion of her collection is 
on permanent display at The Nature Zone.  To view more of 
her work, or to purchase any of her stunning photos, visit her 
blog at http://birdnerdsrus.blogspot.com.  Thanks again, Jess! 
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NATURE NEXT: A Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

The Nature Zone new summer hours  
starting May 1 through Aug 31 

Weekdays– by appointment 
Wednesday evenings- from 5:00-9:00 pm. 

Saturdays-  from 10:00am – 4:00 pm.  
 

May 
  
Wildflower Hike: Activity # 51002.204  Thurs., May 3, 8:30-11:00am.  
Explore trails along Blackwater Creek in search of the season's daz-
zling variety of spring blossoms. With Jennifer "Spring Beauty" Porter!  
Hike starts promptly at 8:30 at Ed Page Entrance.  $5.00 per person 
ages 12 and up; $3.00 per child ages 8-11.   
  
Wee Wild Ones: “Terrific Trees”: Act. # 54003.201 Tues., May 8, 
10:00-11:30 am.  Preschoolers (3-6y.o) discover the wonders of for-
ests through stories, games and crafts.  $5.00/ child.   
 
Adventures From Africa Presentation: Act. # 51003.203 Wed., May 
9 from 6:30– 8:00 pm. Guest speaker, Bill Gayle will take you a virtual 
tour of his field exploration in Africa. $8.00/ person (ages 9 and up). 
Meet at Miller Center’s Auditorium 
 
Wildflower Hike: Act. # 51002.205  Thurs., 5/17, 8:30-11:00am.  See 
Activity # 51002.204 for same information. 
 
Early Morning Dog Walking Man Hike: Act. # 51002.201 Sat. May 
19, 8:30 —10:00 am. So your dog wants to take you for a walk! What 
better place than from the Nature Zone. We'll take a leisurely stroll 
down Kemper St Connector Trail to BCNA, where trees and fields are 
of doggie delights! Make sure to sign up early for this NEW yet, 
"pupular" activity!  Includes doggie treats at the end. Only leashed and 
law abiding dogs allowed.  Hike starts promptly at 8:30 from the Na-
ture Zone. $5.00/ man & dog couple. 
 

Junior Girl Scouts “Oceanography”: Act. # 56003.201 
Wed. May 23 from 6:00-8:00 pm. Scouts will learn the im-
portance of “our mother ocean” through this unique hands– 
on program.  $7.00/scout (includes badge). 

 
Not-So-Extreme Makeover: The Amphibians: Act.# 52001.202 
Thurs. May 24, 7:00-9:00pm. Learn about toads and salamanders 
while building simple structures to attract these fascinating creatures.  
$5.00 per person (ages 5 and up). 
 
Animal Watch Series: Monarch Larvae: Act. # 51003.201  Sat. May 
19 from 4:00– 6:00 pm. Learn how to identify monarch larvae 
(caterpillars), where to find them, and about stages of their lives.  
Then, Head out into the field to find these tiny creatures to submit data 
to the University of Minnesota to aid in scientific research of monarch 
butterflies! $8.00/ person  
 
Wildflower Hike: Act. # 51002.206  Thurs.,May 31, 8:30-11:00am.  
See Activity # 51002.204 for same information. 

 
  June 

 
Brownies: Landscaping: Act. # 56003.202 Fri., June 1 from 4:30– 

6:30 pm. Calling all Brownies with "green thumbs"! Do you 
want to earn a Council's Own Try-It and play in the dirt at the 
same time? Then sign up fast, we will landscape our newest 

trail at Kemper Street. $8.00/scout. 
 
Wildflower Hike: Act # 51002.207  Thurs. June 7, 8:30-11:00am.  See 
Activity # 51002.204 for same information. 
 
Early Morning Dog Walking Man Hike: Act. # 51002.202 Sat. June 9 
from 8:30– 10:00 am. See May 19 Act # 51002.201 for details. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities:Act. # 57100.201 &# 57200.201  
Parent/ Child Teams (4-6p) & Adopt-A-Trail (6-7p) Sat., June 9  
 
Teen Critter Club: Act. # 57300.201 Fri., June 15 from 7:00 -9:00 pm.  
Teens can join this “wild” club and hang out with snakes, squirrels, and 
hedgehogs all night!  You'll learn all about the live animals of The Na-
ture Zone and how to help our staff teach others about wildlife. FREE!   
 
Grand Day at The Nature Zone: Act. # 72006.222 (Sponsored by 
Senior & Naturalist  Programs)  Sat. June 23  from 10:30 am – 1:00 
pm.  Lots of games, food and activities for grandparents and their 
grand kids! Free! 
  

 July 
 
Wee Wild Ones: “Swim Through the Sea”: 
Act. # 54003.203 Tues. July 10, 10:00-11:30 am.  
Preschoolers (3-6y.o.) learn about the ocean 
animals with Seamore the Seahorse. $5.00/ child.   
 
Young Naturalists Camp: Act# 54001.201  Mon– Fri, July 16- 20, 10 
a.m. – noon.  Naturalists-in-training aged 6-8 can unlock the mysteries 
of nature during this exciting, hands-on program.    $50.00 per child 
(city resident), $65.00 per child (county resident).   
 

 August 
 
Summer Nature Camp: Act. # 54001.202  Mon– Fri, August 6- 10, 
10:00 am- 2:00 pm.  Campers aged 9-12 will perform mad science 
experiments, go hiking, dig for worms, splash in the stream and more 
during this wild week!  We'll finish up on Friday with a pizza party. 
$75.00 per child (city resident), $90.00 per child (county resident).   
 
 Wee Wild Ones: “Baby Animals”: Act. # 54003.204   Tues. August 
14, 10:00-11:30 am.  Preschoolers (3-6y.o.) Through games and sto-
ries "wee" will learn about other wee wild animals and their homes. 
$5.00/ child.    
 
One week registration is a must (keep in mind camps fill up quickly!) 
Programs will be held at The Nature Zone, unless noted. Call (434) 
455-5828 for registration. 
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The Nature Zone 
825 Kemper St. Train 
Station. We’ve got 
NEW hours! 
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